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Mission: “To serve as a key catalyst for the
implementation of conservation or
management actions, through partnerships
and cooperative efforts, resulting in improved
species status, improved aquatic habitats, and
improved recreational opportunities for native
trout anglers across western states”.

Little Kern Golden trout
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Regional Fish Habitat Partnerships
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Geographic / Species Based Partnerships
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Includes current fish habitat partnerships, approved by the NFHP Board, June 2016.




Focal species
Alaskan Kokanee
Alaskan Rainbow Trout
Apache Trout
Arctic Char
Arctic Grayling
Bonneville Cutthroat Trout
Bull Trout
California Golden Trout
Coastal Cutthroat Trout
Colorado River Cutthroat

Dolly Varden

Gila Trout

Greenback Cutthroat Trout
Lahontan Cutthroat Trout
Little Kern Golden Trout
Paiute Cutthroat Trout
Redband Trout

Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout
Westslope Cutthroat Trout
Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout



WNTI Steering Commiittee = 15 members
9 western state agencies
3 federal agencies (USFWS, USFS, BLM)
1 conservation organization (Trout Unlimited)
1 tribal nation (vacant)
1 Canadian provincial agency (vacant)

1 staff person = Coordinator

Programs/activities
Fall grant program = large habitat projects (federal NFHP funding)
Spring = Small Grants Program (other funds that we raise)
Science and Data
Campaign for Western Native Trout



From 2006-2017, WNTT has directed almost $5.5 million
in federal fish habitat partnership funds leveraged to $25
million public and private matching dollars for 141 priority
native trout conservation projects. B
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87 fish passage barriers removed

1,129 stream miles reconnected, restored or improved
30 barriers constructed to protect and conserve
priority populations

671 watersheds or populations assessed

Over 350 partnering organizations



WNTI Small Grants Program

Since 2016;

26 small grants projects funded with $73,970 in donations to
WNTI and matched with $1,080,953 in other funding.
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Get To Know Your Native posters to date
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Rio Grande cutthroat trout sign posted at the Middle Creek trailhead




Coastal Cutthroat Trout

» Between 2008 and 2017, WNTI has helped fund 14 projects for Coastal
Cutthroat Trout.

» Habitat projects, assessments, outreach.
* $361,000 in NFHP and small grants funds matched with $1,905,862 in

matching funds and in kind.
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WNTI Strategic Prioritization
» Big Impact: Three Species in Three Years

Highest priority:

O Actions that provide long-term protection of intact and healthy aquatic
ecosystems that support priority populations.

O Restoration projects. Priorities are (in this order):

1.) Actions that protect or enhance multiple populations.

2.) Actions that provide immediate benefits to enhancing the viability of
priority populations.

3.) Actions that support conservation of unique and rare functioning habitat,
habitat diversity, life histories and genetic attributes.

4.) Actions that provide critical information needed for assessing success and

making adaptive management decisions.



WNTI Strategic Prioritization

WNTT’s second highest priority is projects that support
our #1 priority to benefit these species:

2017-2019: Bonneville Cutthroat Trout, Rio Grande
Cutthroat Trout, Interior Redband Trout.

2020-2022: Colorado River Cutthroat Trout, Lahontan

Cutthroat Trout, Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout, Westslope
Cutthroat Trout.

» Up to 75% of WNTI’s National Fish Habitat Partnership funding
could go toward the priorities listed below.



WNTI Strategic Prioritization

» WNTI will work with team leaders of each of the prioritized
species teams and facilitate a process to assist the
interagency teams in reviewing existing strategic
prioritization and identifying priority habitats and/or
projects and/or unfunded needs and create a conservation
portfolio where WNTI can focus efforts to make an impact
by appealing to non federal funders.

» Focus outreach efforts, messaging, and products on these
prioritized species.



Progress to date

Bonneville Cutthroat Trout:

« Portfolio of 12 projects in Upper Bear River Basin (WY, UT, ID).

» The Open Rivers fund of the Resource Legacy Fund granted WNTTI a
two year, 578K grant to fund 8 of the 12 projects.

* One additional project from the portfolio was approved for NFHP
funding in 2018, so we have now funded 9 of the 12 projects in the

portfolio.
Our Portfolio of Projects

Headwaters to Valleys

Protecting Bonneville
Cutthroat Trout Strongholds E:
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR
WESTERN NATIVE
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Rio Grande Cutthroat
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Apache Trout

Apaetz Trout
The Apache Trout is one of only two trout native to Arizona. Designated as Arizona's
state fish, the Apache trout was historically found only in the headwaters of the White,
Black and Little Colorado rivers above 5,900 feet. Once nearing extinction, Apache Trout
have been restored to much of their historic range in the White Mountains after decades
of cooperative protection and recovery efforts. Apache Trout have an olive-yellow body,
‘with a yellow or golden belly. They can grow up to 20 inches long, but most grow only to .
9 inches because of the smaller streams in which they live.

Apache Trout Assessment (_pdf)

The Apache Trout was first listed as an Endangered Species on March 11, 1967 (32 FR 4001). It was down-listed to
threatened in July 1975 (40 FR 29863, Final Special Rule, 17.44(a)) based on recovery actions and a reanalysis of data. The
down-listing allowed state, tribal, and federal agencies and partners to conduct management actions under the Recovery Plan,
regulate take of the species, and establish sport fishing opportunities. The Recovery Plan was completed in 1979, revised in
1983 and again in 2009.

Historically, Apache Trout occupied streams and rivers in the upper White, Black, and Little Colorado River drainages in the
\White Mountains of east-central Arizona. Currently, 27 pure idi Apache Trout ions exist within their
historical range in Gila, Apache, and Greenlee counties of Arizona, on lands of the Fort Apache Indian Reservation (FAIR) and
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest (ASNF).

Since 2007, the Western Native Trout Initiative has provided $312,700 in funding to S projects to benefit Apache
Trout. Projects have ranged from barrier constructi ion to keep tive trout out of ion waters, habitat
assessment after catastrophic wikifires, and public outreach and education.

Read the 2009 Apache Trout Recovery Plan.

Read the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation's Apache Trout Business plan.

Click here to read about Arizona Game and Fish Department's Apache Trout conservation work.
Read about the White Mountain Apache Tribe's Apache Trout conservation work.

Apache Trout Photo Gallery

The Apache Trout photo below is courtesy of D. Kenney.
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2015 -2018 Highlights

Active outreach
o social media (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter)
o Quarterly e-newsletter

o Events
Chasing Native Trout campaign
WNTI StoryMap “For the Fish, For Us All”
“Blueheads and Bonnevilles” film
Collaboration with RepYourWater.com




0 Western Native Trout Initiative shared USFWS Fisheries's ooe Western Native Trout Initiative
photo. '® Published by Sage Lion Media [?] - September 11 - Q@

September 24 at 1:46 PM - @

) _ . Thank you to Taos Pueblo Game and Fish for your work conserving Rio
dlenks foryour hard work; Mora National Eish Batcnery] Grande Cutthroat Trout! #CampaignForWesternNativeTrout
#RioGrandeCutthroat #/WNTI #TroutTuesday

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Southwest Region
#CampaignForWesternNativeTrout #GilaTrout #WNTI

N L e

USFWS Fisheries
September 5 - Q

& Western Native Trout Initiative
=Y® Published by Sage Lion Media [?] - July 27 - (<)

Mora National Fish Hatchery in New Mexico is using recirculating aquaculture system
(RAS) technology to restore threatened Gila trout populations in Arizona and New
Mexico. This hatchery also provide refugia for wild Gila trout. http://bit.ly/2I11fEFn

Photo Credit USFWS Craig Springer 760 68 25 Thanks to our partners at Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks, and several other
People Reached Engagements Clic organizations, native Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout populations are expanding
200 35 52 in the Upper Yellowstone River System! #CampaignForWesternNativeTrout
Pl RGenad i — kS : ©QO Richard Lander, David J Tall and 49 others #WNTI #YellowstoneCutthroatTrout http:/www.kpax.com/.../efforts-helping-
to-preserve-yellowsto...
@D Tony Dahl, Brent Nobles and 31 others 1 Comment 2 Shares [b Like D Comment
oY Like () comment £> Share (R -

Oldest ¥

5 USFWS Fisheries @ Many thanks for sharing our photol. ;

1
Like - Reply - Message - 2w o
&  Western Native Trout Initiative Absolutely! &
Like - Reply - 2w
9 Write a comment © @

www.facebook.com/westernnativetrout <

Efforts helping to preserve Yellowstone Cutthroat Trout
population
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Chasing Native Trout Campaign

GET THE INSIDE
SCOOP ON TWELVE
AMAZING WESTERN : %
NATIVE TROUT

WHERE

O
RiEONN g new mexico

chasing.westernnativetrout.org




Chasing Native Trout Campaign

Westslope Cutthroat — Washington
Bonneville Cutthroat — Utah
Lahontan Cutthroat — Nevada

Rio Grande Cutthroat — Colorado
Yellowstone Cutthroat — Idaho
Redband Trout — Idaho SRS —
California Golden Trout - California ekt R b
Coastal Cutthroat — Oregon
Gila Trout — New Mexico

Apache Trout — Arizona

Colorado River Cutthroat — Wyoming
Dolly Varden - Alaska
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WNTI StoryMap
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https://wafwalpcrwp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4a60987393c94b1e8fd2055e91099f06
https://wafwalpcrwp.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=4a60987393c94b1e8fd2055e91099f06
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Blueheads and Bonnevilles

Western Native Trout Initiative
g (o ri8at145pm- @
The Western Native Trout Initiative and Desert Fish Habitat Partnership,
along with our partners Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and Utah Trout
Unlimited screened our Blueheads and Bonnevilles short film today at the
Weber River Partnership Confluence 2016 gathering. The film showcases
two amazing native fish in a beautiful setting, the work fish biologists do.
and the power of partnerships. Please share the link and help us spread
the word about the film and the work we are doing for Bonneville Cutthroat
Trout and bluehead sucker on the Weber River. Utah. Thanks to Sage Lion
Media for their work on this project. #CampaignForWesternNativeTrout
#wnti #Bonnevillecutthroattrout

" nnevilles

Western Native Trout ‘:”.’N.:n.\:,'eTlr(u.‘t ch{

=1 Something wonderful is happening on the
Weber River. Find out more at
westernnativetrout.org/bandb
#BlueheadsandBonnevilles #wnti

BLUEHEADS BONNEVILLES

Rt (:)n the Weber River in Utah,
a unique partnership is working
to benefit two .amazing fish.

www.westernnativetrout.org/blueheads-and-bonnevilles
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RepYourwater .COIM RepYourWater/Native Trout Initiative Hats

Avallable 05/01

ARCTIC CHAR i APACHE TROUT
SKU: WNACS1 - Gray Hat SKU: WNATS1 - Gray Hat

BONNEVILLE

INTRODUCING

N

CUTTHROAT

THE WESTERN NATIVE TROUT INITIATIVE

COLLECTION -
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SKU: WNDV51 - Green Hat SKU: WNGCS1 - Gray Hat

LITTLE KERN

L)

A
GOLDEN TROUT

SKU: WNKG51 - Green Hat

CUTTHROAT
SKU: WNPCS1 - Green Hat SKU: WNRBS1 - Green Hat SKU: WNRG51 - Green Hat

EXAMPLE GREEN HAT

SKU: WNWSS1 - Gray Hat

CUTTHROAT

SKU: WNYCS51 - Green Hat
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+matchthehat

Bought it for myself, but my son sto...
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Challenge will be tiered

Anglers to pick from species/state
spreadsheet matrix and choose which
species to catch in which states. Anglers
cannot duplicate any species across states / #uigiges
(to encourage broad participation)

« WNTI CHALLENGE LEVEL — 8 NATIVE
TROUT SPECIES ACROSS 4 STATES.

 GOLD LEVEL — 16 NATIVE TROUT
SPECIES ACROSS 8 STATES.

 PLATINUM MASTER LEVEL - 19 NATIVE
TROUT SPECIES ACROSS 12 STATES.

Gold — 16 trout 8 states

WNTI — 8 trout 4 states



Western Native Trout Initiative

Questions??




